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the army fled by land. Thus was the pride of the host broken,
and so great was their panic that the roads and the ditches were
strewn with the dying. In their hurry to escape some plunged
into the waves, some crowded into boats till they sank with the
weight of the numbers; many were trodden down and mingled
with the dust, and heads which were once swollen with arrogance
were trampled upon by the lowly foot of the hireling.
It was dark when Akbar came to know of Daud's flight. He ins-
tantly mounted an elephant to give him chase, but Munim Khan
dissuaded him from undertaking a hazardous pursuit at night. At
sunrise, the Emperor entered the city in triumph and, after giving
instructions to Munim Khan for deployment of troops at all points
of exit, he himself mounted his white charger Mubarak Kadam
and went in pursuit of Daud. He swam the Pun-Pun on his horse,
and drew rein only after travelling sixty miles at gallop through
thick-set bush, swollen ponds, and ditches as deep and wide as
mountain gorges. There was no sign of Daud; he had apparently
crossed over into the inaccessible regions of Bengal. Akbar gave
up the chase, but his resolve to capture the Afghan remained.
Back in Patna, Akbar invested the Khan-i-Khanan and Raja
Todar Mai with powers to carry the war to Bengal and Orissa,
and take such steps as they deemed necessary to subjugate Daud.
After spending a few days at Jaunpur, Akbar himself started on
the journey back to Agra. The expedition had been a partial
success. The war in the eastern provinces could not have been
regarded as won for as long as Daud was at large. Munim Khan
was aware of the Emperor's disappointment, and he therefore
went full-steam ahead to complete the half-finished task. Tanda,*
the capital of Bengal, was seized virtually without a fight. Once
again Daud eluded capture; he slipped away into Orissa a day
before Munim entered Tanda. Todar Mai followed the fleeing
enemy, but failed to establish contact with Daud's forces. The
Raja faced a dilemma; the troops, weary and homesick, were
reluctant to march further into the wilderness of a barren and in-
hospitable countryside. They wanted to go back to the comparati-
*The traditional capital of Bengal was Gaur. Shah Baud's father. Shah
Sulaiman Khan, changed it to Tanda for climatic and military considera-
tions.